
Like many properties in town, OLLT preserves sport fine ex-
amples of stone walls dating back to the 1800’s or in some cases 
perhaps even earlier. In fact, part of OLLT’s mission is to preserve 
the historic land resources in town, such as the extensive stone 
wall network on the Denison Farm portion of the Upper Three Mile 
River Preserve. These lichen-covered fences marking the outlines 
of abandoned fields remind us of the time when agriculture played 
a much larger role in town. Stone dams and foundations of build-
ings are other applications of stone walls.

These iconic and fascinating stone features are built out 
the debris deposited at the terminus of a huge glacier creeping 
southward to Long Island Sound about 20,000 years ago. Farmers 
clearing their fields cast rocks to the edges of their fields, or in 
some cases they were more deliberately crafted into animal pens 
and estate walls. Did you know that by 1872, there were some 
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Do You Enjoy a Challenge?

Each of the stone walls is located at one of these preserves: Griswold, Upper Three Mile River, Lohmann-Buck-Twining, Heller, Lay-Allen, Mile 
Creek, John Lohmann CT River, Boggy Hole, and Belton Copp.  All are visible from marked trails; the trail color is indicated by the colored circle 
(except #2, which is located at the trailhead).  Match the numbers to the correct preserves, and win a prize if you get at least 7 correct.  Bonus prizes 
awarded to those who know what a “grike” is!  The photos are also posted on our website.  Send your entry to OLLandTrust@gmail.com. Good luck!

240,000 miles of stone walls in New England (Thorson, 2005)? 
They were built through the efforts of farmers, their children, hired 
hands, and slaves. While some are purely practical by-products of 
the arduous work of tossing rocks out of the way, others reflect the 
creativity, artistic bent, and enviable skill of their builders. 

Several excellent books provide more information about stone 
walls, including great photographs, fun facts, and explanations 
of the myriad colorful terms in the lexicon of stone wall buffs. 
There even are some examples from Old Lyme. See: Robert 
M. Thorson’s Exploring Stone Walls: A Guide to New England’s 
Stone Walls (2005) and Stone by Stone: The Magnificent History 
in New England’s Stone Walls (2002); Susan Allport’s Sermons 
in Stone: The Stone Walls of New England & New York (2012); 
and William Hubbell’s Good Fences: A Pictorial History of New 
England’s Stone Walls (2006).
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Each of the Stone Walls is located at one 
of our preserves listed here. All are visible 
from marked trails of the color indicated 
in the circled number. (Except #2 which is 
at a trail head.) Match the numbers to the 
correct preserve and win a prize if you get 
at least 7 correct! Bonus prizes awarded to 
those who know what a “grike” is. 

LOCATED AT ONE OF THESE PRESERVES
#       Belton Copp Preserve
#       Boggy Hole Preserve
#       Griswold Preserve
#       Heller Preserve
#       Lay Allen Preserve
#       Lohman Buck Twining Preserve
#       John Lohmann CT River Preserve
#       Mile Creek Preserve
#       Upper Three Mile River Preserve

Email your answers to OLLandtrust@gmail.com and we will let you know if you are a winner!

Old Lyme Land Trust 

STONE WALL SCAVENGER HUNT


